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EXECUTIVE ORDER

FURTHER AMENDMENT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 12958, AS AMENDED,
CLASSIFIED NATIONAL SECURITY INFORMATION

Sec. 3.5. Mandatory Declassification Review. (a) Except
as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, all information
classified under this order or predecessor orders shall be
subject to a review for declassification by the originating
agency if:

(1) the request for a review describes the document or
material containing the information with sufficient
specificity to enable the agency to locate it with a
reasonable amount of effort;

(2) the information is not exempted from search and
review under sections 105C, 105D, or 701 of the
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 403-5c, 403-
5e, and 431); and

(3) the information has not been reviewed for
declassification within the past 2 years. If the
agency has reviewed the information within the past 2
years, or the information is the subject of pending
litigation, the agency shall inform the requester of
this fact and of the requesters appeal rights.

(b) Information originated by:

(1) the incumbent President or, in the performance of
executive duties, the incumbent Vice President;

(2) the incumbent Presidents White House Staff or, in
the performance of executive duties, the incumbent Vice
Presidents Staff;

(3) committees, commissions, or boards appointed by
the incumbent President; or

(4) other entities within the Executive Office of the
President that solely advise and assist the incumbent



President is exempted from the provisions of paragraph
(a) of this section. However, the Archivist shall have
the authority to review, downgrade, and declassify
papers or records of former Presidents under the
control of the Archivist pursuant to sections 2107,
2111, 2111 note, or 2203 of title 44, United States
Code. Review procedures developed by the Archivist
shall provide for consultation with agencies having
primary subject matter interest and shall be consistent
with the provisions of applicable laws or lawful
agreements that pertain to the respective Presidential
papers or records. Agencies with primary subject
matter interest shall be notified promptly of the
Archivists decision. Any final decision by the
Archivist may be appealed by the requester or an agency
to the Panel. The information shall remain classified
pending a prompt decision on the appeal.

(c) Agencies conducting a mandatory review for
declassification shall declassify information that no longer
meets the standards for classification under this order. They
shall release this information unless withholding is otherwise
authorized and warranted under applicable law.

(d) In accordance with directives issued pursuant to this
order, agency heads shall develop procedures to process requests
for the mandatory review of classified information. These
procedures shall apply to information classified under this or
predecessor orders. They also shall provide a means for
administratively appealing a denial of a mandatory review
request, and for notifying the requester of the right to appeal a
final agency decision to the Panel.

(e) After consultation with affected agencies, the
Secretary of Defense shall develop special procedures for the
review of cryptologic information; the Director of Central
Intelligence shall develop special procedures for the review of
information pertaining to intelligence activities (including
special activities), or intelligence sources or methods; and the
Archivist shall develop special procedures for the review of
information accessioned into the National Archives.



